
1. Is a decision about staying or leaving the UMC denomination optional or mandatory?  

This decision is optional. FUMC Montgomery is not required to do anything. We have the 
following possible paths: 

• Remain United Methodist 
• Disaffiliate from the UMC and  

o Join another Methodist denomination such as the Global Methodist 
Church or the Free Methodist Church 

o Join a different evangelical denomination 
o Become an independent church 

• Wait for an outcome and reassess following the 2024 General Conference 

2. Why don’t we just wait until after the 2024 General Conference and see what happens 
before we vote on disaffiliation? 

 
During the 2019 Special General Conference paragraph 2553 was passed in order to allow 
churches “to disaffiliate from the denomination for reasons of conscience regarding a change in 
the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of 
homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved 
and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference 
related to these issues which follow.”  Although to date no actual change has been made in the 
Book of Discipline regarding the above, several churches in the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference and across the nation have disaffiliated using paragraph 2553.  A disaffiliation under 
2553 would require the disaffiliating church to pay any unpaid apportionments for the 12 months 
immediately prior to the Disaffiliation Date;  apportionments for an additional 12 months; and 
the congregation’s pro-rata share of the conference’s unfunded pension liability. Paragraph 2553 
expires 12/31/2023 and cannot be extended except by General Conference which does not meet 
until March 2024.   
 

 



In order to give churches in the AWF conference more time to discern their path, the Alabama-
West Florida Conference Board of Trustees adopted a resolution to allow local churches within 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference to exit the denomination under paragraph 2549 of The 
Book of Discipline after the sunset of paragraph 2553.   
 
 
After the expiration of the provisions of ¶2553, the current Disaffiliation Policy and any other 
applicable Disaffiliation Policies and Procedures approved by the Trustees, the Trustees will 
utilize the provisions of ¶2549 which vest the Trustees with the power to administer 
the disposition of property of a closed church, along with a process, terms and conditions similar 
to ¶2553, and consistent with policies and procedures approved by the Annual Conference 
and/or the Trustees as a policy for local churches that desire to leave the Denomination; and it 
is FURTHER RESOLVED that a local church shall have a limited right to exit the denomination 
pursuant to the new policy authorized by this Resolution upon a vote of a two-thirds majority of 
the professing members of the local church present at the properly convened church conference, 
which shall become effective upon expiration of ¶2553 and extend no later than the first day of 
the 2025 Annual Conference; and it is FURTHER RESOLVED that any agreement that may be 
required as a result of the adoption of this Resolution or any policies resulting therefrom 
shall require approval by a majority vote of the Annual Conference. 
 
https://www.awfumc.org/newsdetail/17224481 (Full Bishop Statement) 
 
We will not know for certain until a vote by the Annual Conference June 11-14, 2023 that 
paragraph 2549 will be approved for disaffiliation as proposed by the Board of Trustees. There 
are concerns that the conference trustees do not have the authority to do this work and fear a rule 
of law being sent to the United Methodist Judicial Council with the potential to overturn these 
decisions.  There are also questions regarding what terms and conditions “similar to paragraph 
2553” would exactly mean financially.  
 
In Decision 1453, the church court affirmed Bishop David Graves’ decision of law supporting 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference’s disaffiliation process. Graves said the conference’s 
policy is “not to explore the reasoning of a local church in deciding to disaffiliate for reasons 
of conscience.” He cited an earlier Judicial Council decision that allowed another conference 
to use a similar policy. In affirming Graves’ decision of law, the church court also affirmed 
his reasoning. Source: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-court-addresses-
disaffiliation-questions?I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.awfumc.org/newsdetail/17224481
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-court-addresses-disaffiliation-questions?I
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-court-addresses-disaffiliation-questions?I


3. If the church enters formal Discernment and a church conference is called, who gets to 
vote? 

 
See the following from the Book of Discipline paragraph 2553: 
 

 
A professing member is a person who has been baptized and taken the vows of UMC church 
membership (BOD par. 215).  So, we have babies baptized, they go through confirmation and as 
youth take their vows and are then professing members.  We have adults baptized as either UM 
babies or adults and they take membership vows and are then professing members.  We have 
adults from other denominations who have been baptized, they take their membership vows and 
are then professing members.  We also have transfers of professing members from one UMC 
church to another.  So, in short, there are many ways to becoming a professing member.  But 
what that means is that a person is baptized and taken their membership vows in the UMC to be 
a professing member.  
  
Any professing member of FUMC Montgomery may vote and you must be present to vote. The 
threshold for disaffiliation is a 2/3 majority of those present. 
 
 
4. What happens to our ministers if disaffiliation takes place? 
 
If our church votes to disaffiliate from the UMC, a clergy member has the option to remain 
United Methodist and serve where appointed by the Bishop or to leave the UMC and surrender 
their UMC credentials.  
 
 
5. If our church disaffiliates, is it possible to later decide to come back to the UMC? 
 
The Book of Discipline currently has provisions for starting a new UM church so we presume 
that the church could return to the UMC as a new church. However, it is unknown at this time 
what would be required to leave any other denomination that the church might elect to join (i.e. 
similar to the financial responsibilities of paragraph 2553). 
 

  



6. Why can’t we agree with what the Bible says about human sexuality? 
 

We hope to provide some information sessions on this in the weeks to come. 

 

7. Why are bishops in the Western Jurisdiction not being held accountable for disobeying 
the Book of Discipline regarding ordaining self-avowed practicing homosexuals and 
performing same sex weddings? 

 
In the United States, the United Methodist Church is divided into five areas known as 
jurisdictions: Northeastern, Southeastern, North Central, South Central and Western. Every four 
years the jurisdictional conferences meet to elect new bishops and select members of general 
boards and agencies. Our annual conference, the Alabama-West Florida Conference is a member 
of the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 
Annual conferences located outside the U.S. are organized into central conferences, much like 
jurisdictions. There are seven central conferences: Africa, Central and Southern Europe, Congo, 
Germany, Northern Europe, Philippines, and West Africa. 
 
The Judicial Council, like our U.S. Supreme Court, can clarify church law, but has no power to 
enforce their decisions. That power resides with the bishops, who are only accountable to the 
other bishops in their jurisdiction’s College of Bishops. If those bishops are in agreement, they 
can successfully disregard the Judicial Council’s decisions. Currently, there are jurisdictions that 
have said they would appoint LGBTQIA+ people and not process complaints. Bishops in other 
jurisdictions have no authority over these actions. 
 
This is also a very large part of the current issue as some bishops have appointed pastors that 
teach theology inconsistent with the Book of Discipline, and many believe is inconsistent with 
teachings of the Bible. Due to this organizing church structure within the United Methodist 
Church, some are wanting to use paragraph 2553 in order to allow churches “to disaffilliate from 
the denominations for reasons of conscience regarding….the actions or inactions of its annual 
conference related to these issues….” to mean the actions or inactions of any UMC annual 
conference, not just the one in which they are a member. 
 
8. Do ministers in the Alabama-West Florida Conference follow the Book of Discipline 

regarding self-avowed homosexual clergy or marriage of same sex couples? What will 
happen in 2024 when Bishop Graves is no longer our bishop?  

Bishop Graves has stated that he is following the Book of Discipline, which has not changed. 
Bishops serve 2 four year appointments to a conference and his second term as Bishop of the 
AWF Conference will end in 2024. Bishop Graves currently serves both the AWF Conference 
and the South Georgia Conference. At this time, it is unclear how annual conferences may be 
structured or conference lines redrawn in the future due to disaffiliating churches. The 
Southeastern Jurisdiction Committee on Episcopacy, made up of clergy and lay delegates, will 
make bishop appointments in 2024 to decide who will serve our annual conference. 

 



9. If we disaffiliate, would I be able to remove my loved one’s cremains from the 
columbarium? 

See below for paragraph 10 of the FUMC Montgomery Columbarium Bylaws revised 
11/16/2021: 

 


