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Q&A Week of February 20th 

Introduction:  

Our congregation at 193 years old is among the most theologically diverse in United Methodism. 
We are the Methodist middle. On a given Sunday, we worship alongside parishioners of many 
cultures who are liberal, conservative, gay, straight, vocal, silent, Republican, Democrat, 
Independent, patient, impatient, sinner, and saint. We break bread together on Wednesday 
evenings and at Sunday School gatherings with people who think differently than we think. We 
serve our local and foreign mission partners alongside persons of varying theological 
persuasions. The wide Methodist middle is who we are and have always been.  

We must be mindful that our community and the world are looking on. The local church has the 
unique opportunity to model healthy forms of conflict resolution, to rise above our disagreements 
for the good of the whole, and to love each other even when discussions become lively. There 
are no winners and losers. We are part of a 3,000-member family. Like siblings who argue, we 
pray we will remain siblings and figure out a way to move forward together. There is a spiritual 
element to this discussion, and we do not want to lose any member of our flock. No one should 
feel spiritually homeless because of a denominational dispute. There is not a perfect church or a 
perfect pastor. There is only a perfect savior, Jesus, who taught us to die to ourselves for the sake 
of others. May we practice the life of Jesus as we begin this journey and may God’s will be 
known through our flock as a shining light for the entire city.  

These questions were some of the most frequently asked questions that were received via the 
website inbox. Questions were researched and answered by committee members and reviewed 
by June Jernigan, Executive Minister. This committee has used various websites and educational 
materials to answer these questions as factually as possible. Where possible, links are included 
for reference and additional information for your further education on the topics.  

What will happen to the FUMC staff (from the senior pastor to custodians to ECDC and 
First School employees) if the church leaves the UMC? 

 
All clergy and staff will have the option to disaffiliate or remain with the UMC.   
 
If FUMC disaffiliates from the UMC, would the church still be able to use the UMC-
affiliated retreat facilities like Camp Lee? 
 
Camp Lee is a Christian retreat camp so this church would be able to continue to use this facility 
regardless of denomination affiliation. 
 
What happens if the sub-committee does not recommend Discernment to the Admin 
Board?  What then are the expected steps?  What happens if the sub-committee does 
recommend Discernment to the Admin Board and the Admin Board takes no action on the 
sub-committee recommendation?  Is there any obligation of the Admin Board to follow the 
final recommendations of the sub-committee? 
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Regardless, if this sub-committee recommends Discernment toward disaffiliation to the Admin 
Board or not, a motion by an Admin Board member can still be presented to the Admin Board at 
any time per Admin Board protocol.  There is no obligation of the Admin Board to follow the 
recommendations of this sub-committee.  If the sub-committee presents a motion to the Admin 
Board to begin the Discernment toward disaffiliation process, the Admin Board will vote, and a 
simple majority will determine the outcome. 
 
If FUMC chooses to disaffiliate, how will our choirs and music staff be affected? 
 
Regardless of the outcome of this process, the choirs and music staff will have the option to 
remain with the church.  This would not be a vote to divide the church.  If a vote is taken, it 
would be to determine whether to leave the UMC as a family or remain in the UMC as a family.  
We do not see the mission of our church changing, but any staff or member always has the 
option to seek another church if they choose.  We would hope that doesn’t happen and we would 
continue to worship and serve together.   
 
What is the final date that our church can have a vote to disaffiliate and be approved at the 
annual conference on November 12,2023? 

There is a 60-day period needed for a disaffiliating church to be prepared for the special called 
annual conference on November 12, 2023.  Per FUMC’s District Superintendent, Mike Pearson, 
September 15, 2023 is the last day to vote for the November 12, 2023 Annual Conference.  
Bishop Graves has also announced that an additional special called annual conference will be 
held on August 24, 2024, in order to vote upon additional church disaffiliations.  So that would 
mean a local church vote to disaffiliate would need to be taken by mid-June 2024. 

Why did the District Superintendent call our petition for Discernment "Out of Order"? 

Per review of the letter from the DS dated January 12, 2023, the petition was considered “out of 
order” for the following reasons: 

Firstly, you reference several “issues” in the 1st, 3rd, and 6th Whereas sentences that are 
causing divisions in the UMC. While there may be several disagreements we might 
highlight, as was previously described in your first petition presented to the 
Administrative Board, there is only one that is considered in terms of ¶ 2553. Reasons 
such as “diverse thought and beliefs” in the 4th Whereas sentence are not applicable 
reasons without specificity to those listed under ¶ 2553.  

Secondly, your mentioning of how thousands of United Methodist Churches have or are 
conducting a discernment process is accurate. However, such processes have come 
through agreement of the pastor and the Administrative Board/Council to do so. Of all 
the Town Hall and Church Conferences I have personally conducted, this has been the 
case. The direction of the Administrative Board as to the direction of the church cannot 
be subverted or circumvented.  

Lastly, according to the opening sentence of ¶ 248, the precedence requesting a Church 
Conference cannot be used for what you are asking. The opening sentence states, “To 
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encourage broader participation by members of the church, the Charge Conference may 
be convened as the Church Conference, extending the vote to all professing members of 
the local church present at such meetings.”  

Simply put, the intent of ¶ 248 is an extension of Charge Conference to allow all 
professing members to be a part of the vote. This request may come at the discretion of 
the District Superintendent, the pastor, the church council/board, or 10 percent of the 
professing membership of the local church. 	 

In addition, if you will note in ¶ 2553.3 & .4.a), it governs how ¶ 248 is to be utilized:  

3. Decision Making Process--The church conference shall be conducted in accordance 
with ¶ 248 and shall be held within one hundred twenty (120) days after the district 
superintendent calls for the church conference.  

4.a). Standard Terms of the Disaffiliation Agreement. --...Annual conferences may 
develop additional standard terms that are not inconsistent with the standard form of this 
paragraph.  

Because ¶ 2553 incorporates ¶ 248 into its process, and because the AWF Board of 
Trustees have set forth a multi-step process (which can be found on the conference 
website) that includes a Town Hall meeting prior to the calling of a Church Conference 
vote, your petition is incorrectly asking the DS to set a Church Conference date out of 
order of this process. To grant your request would otherwise subvert and/or circumvent 
the fair process that all churches are having to work through in our conference.  

Therefore, with the above guidance of the Book of Discipline, I must rule your petition 
out of order. 

I believe that if the committee makes the decision that the church members will be denied 
the right to choose that our church will lose a lot of members. Is it right for a small 
committee to decide the direction of our church, when over 400 members signed a petition 
asking for true Discernment?  I think that if the whole membership voted to stay UMC, 
that everyone would feel that the process had been fairly conducted and would stay.    

This sub-committee is working to educate ourselves and the congregation on the matters of 
staying UMC and disaffiliating.  We are listening to the congregation and will continue listening 
to gather information to be able to present a recommendation to the Admin Board that we, as a 
sub-committee, feels is the best decision for the church going forward.  The formation of this 
sub-committee doesn’t prevent a Board member from presenting a motion during the sub-
committee discernment period.  
 
What will happen to the many established Methodist supported organizations: for 
example, Methodist Children’s Homes, Methodist colleges, and seminaries, UMCOR, local 
and global missions, and many others? 
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These organizations are always happy to receive donations, regardless of the donor affiliation. 
Choices could be made by individual churches as well as old and new organizations to continue 
support. We run our local and global missional programs very autonomously. We already 
support groups that are affiliated with other denominations and affiliations.  These can and 
should continue regardless of the outcome of this process. 
 
“How do we explain to our gay friends and relatives we still love them and support them 
but do not believe that we should support the proposed idea of gay ministers and allowing 
gay marriages being performed?” 

FUMC Montgomery views all people as individuals of sacred worth. 

Therefore, self-identified LGTBQIA+ persons have been welcomed, are welcomed now, and will 
continue to be welcomed and invited to participate in worship as lay congregants or in ministry 
programs as lay participants.  

Just as we have always done, we will continue to extend welcome, grace, and respect to all who 
call FUMC Montgomery their church home and all people seeking a relationship with Christ.  

Please provide answers to counter the various propaganda/myths going around the UMC 
with specific info and sources shown.  I think this would help a lot of people who are 
undecided about the UMC’s direction. 
 
It is difficult to be specific in an answer when the question does not refer to specifics. As for countering 
“propaganda”, the Miriam-Webster Dictionary defines the term “propaganda” as: 

1) the spreading of ideas, information, or rumor for the purpose of helping or injuring an 
institution, a cause, or a person 
2) ideas, facts, or allegations spread deliberately to further one's cause or to damage an 
opposing cause 

 
Working from this definition, one’s idea of what constitutes propaganda may not be in line with 
someone else’s. This answer will address what the committee believes to be some of the 
important issues to be considered in making a decision about disaffiliation from the United 
Methodist Church.  
 
- Disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church only became available at the 2019 Special 

Session of General Conference that was called specifically to find a way forward on issues 
surrounding human sexuality that were not resolved at the close of the regular session of 
General Conference in 2016. See Paragraph 2553 from The Book of Discipline for the full 
text. Disaffiliation is only possible at this time in regard to this specific issue of ordaining 
practicing homosexuals and performing same-gender marriages. 

 ¶ 2553. Disaffiliation of a Local Church Over Issues Related to Human Sexuality. 
1. Because of the current deep conflict within The United Methodist Church around issues 
of human sexuality, a local church shall have a limited right, under the provisions of this 
paragraph, to disaffiliate from the denomination for reasons of conscience regarding a 
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice 
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of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as 
resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its 
annual conference related to these issues which follow. 

 
- The deadline for Paragraph 2553 is December 31, 2023. When it was written in 2019, the 

regular schedule of General Conference, which meets every four years, meant another meeting 
would take place in 2020. Due to the global COVID pandemic, that meeting, and subsequent 
planned meetings were postponed. General Conference will meet April 23 - May 3, 2024. It is 
not known what decisions will be made at that time. These postponements have created the 
problem of Paragraph 2553 ending before General Conference meets again. Many are worried 
that the “price” of disaffiliation will increase. As Paragraph 2553 was completely new, there is 
no other precedent to base opinion on. No one can say what will be decided by the General 
Conference in 2024. Our bishop, Bishop David Graves, along with others are working on 
ways to allow churches to disaffiliate after December 31, 2023. These seem to be “good faith” 
attempts, but no one can predict the outcome. Our Alabama West Florida Annual Conference 
has not been punitive toward any church or pastor wishing to disaffiliate. Link to conference 
website:  

- There have been suggestions that postponements of General Conference are due to reasons 
other than COVID and the difficulty of delegates from outside the US obtaining VISAS 
without stating what the suggested “other reasons” would be and based on the assertion that 
African delegates stated that VISAS were not a problem. According to the Book of Discipline, 
The Conferences, Section III, Paragraph 540, lists seven central conferences made up of 64 
countries from all around the world. One central conference stating that VISAS were not a 
problem does not negate possible issues that other countries were having. There will be almost 
1,000 delegates and perhaps as many as 7,000 persons gathering needing adequate meeting 
space, interpreters, accommodations, etc. In contrast, The Global Methodist Church has not 
set a date for their General Conference. 

- When materials have the insignia of the Cross and Flame, then they may only be used in a 
United Methodist Church. 

- What should United Methodist Congregations Know About Disaffiliation? is found at this site:  
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-should-united-methodist-congregations-
know-about-disaffiliation 

- Detailed answers to the following questions can be found at this link: 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-2 

-     Is the UMC really immediately dropping all prohibitions related to human   
 sexuality, now that the Global Methodist Church has been officially started?               

-  Is the UMC really going to drop all prohibitions related to human sexuality at its   
 next General Conference in 2024?  
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-  Is the UMC really going to require its clergy and clergy candidates to agree to   
 offer same-sex weddings as a condition of candidacy, status, or appointment? 

-  Is the UMC really ordaining drag queens and supporting worship of a “Queer   
 God? 

- The Global Methodist Church will have a bishop, in consultation with the presiding         
elder (district superintendent), make appointments of pastors to churches. It will not be a 
called system. 

 

Other Links to sources: 

- Link to the 2016 UMC Book of Discipline: https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-
book-of-resolutions-free-versions     

- Link to the 2019 addendum to the UMC Book of Discipline: https://twkumc.org/news/gc/bod-
2019-addendum/ 

- https://www.umc.org/en/who-we-are/ask-the-umc-faqs 

- https://www.umc.org/en 

- https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-
resources/people-of-god-campaign-new/social-media-and-awareness-tools/beumc-get-inspired 

- Link to the Transitional Book of Discipline of the Global Methodist Church (no General 
Conference has been held yet, so this is transitional):                                              
https://globalmethodist.org/what-we-believe/                                       

- Link to the Free Methodist Book of Discipline:                                                           
https://fmcusa.org/resources/2019bod 

- https://juicyecumenism.com/ is the Institute on Religion and Democracy’s Blog. The Institute 
on Religion and Democracy is located in Washington, DC, and its president is Mark Tooley, a 
Methodist layperson who worked for the CIA before joining IRD.  

 


