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The Service of Lessons and Carols is a gathering of scripture readings and sung carols that tell the story of the 
fall of humanity, God’s promise of a Messiah, and the birth of the Christ Child.  Its origins date back to Christmas 
Eve 1880 in Canterbury.  The traditional Service of Lessons and Carols was held for the first time at Kings College 
Chapel on Christmas Eve in 1918, just after the close of World War I. It was seen as a celebration of light and 
hope in one of the darkest times in European history. Today, the Service of Lessons and Carols can be seen and 
heard every year on Christmas Eve at King’s College, Cambridge.

 Prelude                                             A Christmas Meditation             Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
                                                                     Arranged by Mack Wilberg                                                  

 Welcome                                                                                                                         Dr. Jay D. Cooper

   
 Chiming of the Trinity    
                                       The three chimes signify the presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

*Processional Carol                                     Once in Royal David’s City                                                         IRBY
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Verse 4 – Congregation
For he is our childhood’s pattern,

Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;

And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

Verse 5 – Congregation
And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle

Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on

To the place where he is gone.

Verse 6 – Congregation
Not in that poor lowly stable,

With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;

When like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around. 

Verse 1 – Hannah Elizabeth Hert, Soloist
Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild;
Jesus Christ her little child.

Verse 2 – Cathedral Choir
He came down to earth from heaven

Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Verse 3 – Congregation
And through all his wondrous childhood

He would honour and obey,
Love, and watch the lowly maiden,

In whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be

Mild, obedient, good as he.



Lighting of the Advent Candles                                                                                   (8:45) The Sewell Family
Joseph, Rebekah, Harrison, Samuel, and Gilbert

(11:00) The Marsal Family
Emily, Sam, and Georgia

Response                                                 Angels We Have Heard on High                                               
  Gloria, In Excelsis Deo 
  Gloria, In Excelsis Deo  

First Lesson   The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.          Dr. C. Jason Borders

 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence            
 Arranged by Gustav Holst

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with 

blessing in his hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. King of kings, yet born of 
Mary, as of old on earth he stood, Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood; he will give to all the 

faithful his own self for heavenly food. Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, as the Light 
of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless 
voice they cry: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Second Lesson   The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.       Rev. Ben A. McDavid

Mvt I: Gloria in excelsis Deo from Gloria
Arranged by John Rutter

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax, hominibus bonae voluntatis. Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 

glorificamus te. Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, We worship thee, 

we glorify thee. We give thanks to thee for thy great glory.

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light: those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 
on them the light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Isaiah 11:1-4; 6-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the 
Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what 
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.



Third Lesson  The angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary.   Rev. Audrey R. Rodgers

Mary Had a Baby
Arranged by Uzee Brown, Jr.           

Cathedral Choir
Amber Andrews, Soprano

Mary had a baby, sweet lamb.  
Where was he born?  
Born in a Manger.  

What did they call him?  
Call’d him King Jesus, Everlasting Father, Mighty Prince of Peace!  

Mary had a baby, sweet lamb.

Fourth Lesson       Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.                    Rev. Lucas S. Tribble

Silent Night
Arranged by Dan Forrest

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child;

Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light;

Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Luke 1:26-35, 38
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Luke 2:1, 3-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.



Sixth Lesson                The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.             Rev. Lucas S. Tribble

The Waits Carol
Arranged by Hugh Thomas

Cathedral Choir
Alleluia! In Bethlehem ‘neath starlit skies, Alleluia! A Babe within the manger lies. Alleluia!

No room inside the hostel there for Joseph or Madonna fair. No one to lighten their despair. Alleluia!
The hostel rang with song and shout. Alleluia! Yet none there were who looked without. Alleluia!

But, ah! Within the stable old the beasts a wondrous sight behold; three wise men bearing gifts of gold. Alleluia!
And so good friends we wish you well, Alleluia! To you we bring this glad noel. Alleluia!

Our sweetest carols gaily ring to welcome Christ the infant King. Alleluia! To you the joyous news we bring, Alleluia!
To you we bring this glad noel!

Luke 2:8-16
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.

Fifth Lesson                   The shepherds go to the manger.                    Rev. Audrey R. Rodgers

How Great Our Joy!
Arranged by Craig Courtney

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
While by the sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright.

How great our joy. There shall be born, so did he say,
In Bethlehem a Child today. How great our joy.

There shall a Child lie in a stall. This Child who shall redeem us all.
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, That ever joy our hearts shall fill.

Praise ye, the Lord in heaven high! O Praise we the Lord!
How great our joy.

Matthew 2:1-11
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



*Carol Hymn                                            Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                     MENDELSSOHN

  Offertory                                                              This Christmastide                       Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
                                                                             Arranged by Donald Fraser                    Mabs Seay, Mezzo-Soprano

Green and silver, red and gold
And a story born of old.

Truth and love and hope abide,
This Christmastide, this Christmastide.

 Holly, ivy, mistletoe
And the gently falling snow.

 From a simple ox’s stall
Came the greatest gift of all.

Children sing of peace and joy
At the birth of one small boy.

 Let the bells ring loud and clear,
Ring out now for all to hear.

 Trumpets sound and voices raise
In an endless stream of praise.
 Green and silver, red and gold

And a story born of old.
Truth and love and hope abide,

This Christmastide, this Christmastide.
                                                

 

Seventh Lesson   John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.       Dr. Jay D. Cooper

John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed 
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Verse 3
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,

Ris’n with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,

Born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Verse 1
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,

With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Verse 2
Christ, by highest heav’n adored;

Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th’incarnate Deity,

Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”



*Recessional Carol                           O Come, All Ye Faithful                                             ADESTE FIDELES

Verse 5
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning:

Jesus, to thee be all glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!

Verse 1
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!

Verse 2
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,

Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!

Verse 3
Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,

we would embrace thee with love and awe.
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!

Verse 4
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;

Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!

*Benediction Dr. Jay D. Cooper

 
*Benediction Carol               What Sweeter Music Can We Bring?     Cathedral Choir and Orchestra

Arranged by John Rutter

 
 Postlude                                         In dulci jubilo BWV 729                                        Dr. Joshua H. Coble                                                           

Composed by J.S. Bach

*Please stand as you are able.

A nursery is provided during this service of worship for your convenience.                                                                       
The nursery can be found on the first floor of the Children’s Building.

   
Hospitality rooms streaming the service are available in the McDavid Reception Room off the Sanctuary and in the 

Bryan Friendship Room in the Fellowship Hall Building. 
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'Tis His Season
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Dr. Gertrude Crum generously funded the Crum Family Music Fund, a
permanent endowment, which enables FUMC Montgomery to once

again offer Lessons and Carols as part of our joyous 
Christmas celebration.  




