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The Service of Lessons and Carols is a gathering of scripture readings and sung carols that tell the story of the
fall of humanity, God’s promise of a Messiah, and the birth of the Christ Child. Its origins date back to Christmas
Eve 1880 in Canterbury. The traditional Service of Lessons and Carols was held for the first time at Kings College
Chapel on Christmas Eve in 1918, just after the close of World War I. It was seen as a celebration of light and
hope in one of the darkest times in European history. Today, the Service of Lessons and Carols can be seen and
heard on Christmas Eve at King’s College, Cambridge.
Prelude

Orchestra

Greensleeves
Arranged by Matt Riley

Welcome

Dr. Jay D. Cooper

Chiming of the Trinity
The three chimes signify the presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

*Processional Carol

Once in Royal David’s City

Cathedral Choir

Verse 1 – Ainsley Klein, Soloist
Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild;
Jesus Christ her little child.

Verse 4 – Congregation
For he is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

Verse 2 – Cathedral Choir
He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Verse 5 – Congregation
And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

Verse 3 – Congregation
And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
Love, and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as he.

Verse 6 – Congregation
Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

Lighting of the Advent Candles
(8:45) The Edmondson Family
Laurie, Scott, Charlie, and Sam
(11:00) The Tew Family
Jonathan, Leigh, Rebecca, and Rowan
Response

Angels We Have Heard on High
Gloria, In Excelsis Deo
Gloria, In Excelsis Deo
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F irst Lesson

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.
Rev. Gillian L. Walters

Carol of Joy

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light: those who lived
in a land of deep darkness, on them the
light has shined. For a child has been
born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will do this.

Arranged by Dan Forrest
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Green leaves all fallen, withered and dry; Brief sunset fading, dim
winter sky; Lengthening shadows, dark closing in; Then through the
stillness, carols begin. O fallen world, to you is the song! Death holds
you fast, and night tarries long. Jesus is born, your curse to destroy;
Sweet to your ears, a carol of joy! Pale moon ascending, solemn and
slow; Cold, barren hillside shrouded in snow. Deep empty valley, veiled
by the night, Hear angel music, hopeful and bright. O fearful world, to
you is the song! Peace with your God, and pardon for wrong. Tidings
for sinners, burdened and bound, Carol of joy, a Savior is found!
Earth wrapped in sorrow, lift up your eyes! Thrill to the chorus filling
the skies. Look up, sad-hearted! Witness God’s love; Join in the carol
swelling above! O friendless world, to you is the song! All heaven’s
joy to you may belong! You who are lonely, laden, forlorn: O fallen, O
fearful world, O friendless world, Now unto you, a Saviour is born!

Second Lesson

The Peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
Ms. C. Katy Pass, Pastoral Intern
Cold December Flies Away
Arranged by Craig Courtney
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Cold December flies away at the rose-red splendor. April’s crowning
glory breaks while the whole world wonders, At the holy unseen power
of the tree that bears the flower. On the blessed tree blooms the reddest
flower. On the blooms the rose here in love’s own garden.
Full and strong in glory. In the hopeless time of sin shadows deep had
fallen. All the world lay under death. Eyes were closed in sleeping. But
when all seemed lost in night, came the sun whose golden light Brings
unending joy, of our hope’s bright dawning. Now the bud has come
to bloom, and the world awakens. In the lily’s purest flower dwells a
wondrous fragrance. And it spreads to all the earth from moment of its
birth; And its beauty lives, in the flower it lives, and it spreads in its
heavenly brightness, Sweet perfume delightful.

Isaiah 11:1-4; 6-9

A shoot shall come out from the stump
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in
the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge
by what his eyes see, or decide by what
his ears hear; but with righteousness
he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall kill the wicked. The wolf
shall live with the lamb, the leopard
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a
little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze, their young shall
lie down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.

Third Lesson

The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Rev. Ben A. McDavid
Gabriel’s Message
Arranged by Stephen Paulus
Cathedral Choir
Vonda Darr, Harp
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his
eyes as flame. “All hail!” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly
favoured lady.” Gloria! “For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all
generations laud and magnify thee, thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers
foretold. Most highly favoured lady.” Gloria! Then gentle Mary meekly
bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, “My soul shall
laud and magnify His Holy name.” Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born, in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas
morn, and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, “Most highly
favoured lady, Gloria! Blessed Mother, gentle Mary, Gloria!”

Fourth Lesson
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
Dr. C. Jason Borders

Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged
to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you.” But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a
virgin?”The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be bornwill
be holy; he will be called Son of God.
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant
of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.

Round the Glory Manger
Arranged by K. Lee Scott
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Mabs Seay, Soloist
They turn ‘way Mary and Joseph,
‘Way from the inn.
An’ that’s what made the Glory Manger.
And the Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Lord!
Wasn’t that a bright mornin’,
All ‘round the Glory Manger.
They laid my pretty little Jesus
Down in the straw.
An’ that’s what made the Glory Manger.
And the Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Lord!
Wasn’t that a bright mornin’,
All ‘round the Glory Manger.
And all his pretty little fingers played in the straw,
An’ that’s what made the Glory Manger.
And the Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Lord!
Wasn’t that a bright mornin’,
All ‘round the Glory Manger.

Luke 2:1, 3-7

In those days a decree went out from
Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered.
All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

F ifth Lesson

The shepherds go to the manger.
Rev. Lucas S. Tribble
Masters in This Hall

Arranged by Mack Wilberg
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Masters in this hall, hear ye news today brought from over sea and
ever I you pray. Going o’er the hills, through the milk-white snow,
heard I ewes bleat while the wind did blow: Nowell! Nowell sing we
clear! Holpen are all folk on earth, born is God’s Son so dear:
Nowell! Nowell sing we loud! God today hath poor folk raised and
cast adown the proud. Shepherds many an one sat among the sheep,
no man spake more word than they had asleep. Quoth I, “Fellows
mine, why this guise sit ye? Making but dull cheer, shepherds though
ye be?” “Shepherds should of right leap and dance and sing, thus to
see ye sit, is a right strange thing.” Quoth these fellows then, “To
Bethlem town we go, to see a mighty Lord lie in manger low:”
Ox and ass him know, kneeling on their knee, wondrous joy had I
this little babe to see, this is Christ the Lord. Masters be ye glad:
Christmas is come in, and no folk should be sad: Nowell! Nowell sing
we clear! Holpen are all folk on earth, born is God’s Son so dear:
Nowell! Nowell sing we loud! God today hath poor folk raised and
cast adown the proud.

Sixth Lesson

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Rev. Gillian L. Walters
Come to the Cradle
Arranged by Robert Scholz
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Come to the cradle where darkness is light.
Worship the babe, who in weakness is might.
The Christ child has come to a world cloaked in night.
Follow the star and bow down in his sight.
Is this Messiah, so helpless, so small;
Greater than David, yet born a stall?
How could this baby, cause Kingdoms to fall?
Sweet tiny Child, are you Savior of us all?
Be not afraid, there is peace in this place.
Bring him your heart and be healed by his grace.
There is joy in his smile, there is love in his face.
With shepherds and angels, rejoice, sing his praise.
Sing Hallelujah, the joyous bells ring.
The eve of this Christmas let all peoples sing.
Follow the wise men, your gifts to him bring.
Jesus, Immanuel, Savior and King.
Come to the cradle where darkness is light.
Peace in this place. Healed by his grace. Love in his face. Come.
Come.

Luke 2:8-16

In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!” When the angels had
left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger.

Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so
it has been written by the prophet: ‘And
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise
men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring
me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.” When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Seventh Lesson

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
Dr. Jay D. Cooper

*Carol Hymn		

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world. He was in the world,
and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or
of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Verse 1
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.
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Verse 2
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come
Offspring of the virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

Verse 3
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris’n with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

Offertory

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra
Sadie Sease, Soloist
Tyrone Hayes, Soloist
Good Christian men, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice; Give ye heed to what we say:
News! News! Jesus Christ is born today: Ox and ass before him bow, And he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, Remember Christ our Saviour was
born on Christmas day, To save us all from woe and sin, when we were gone astray. O tidings of comfort and joy.
In Bethlehem, in Jewry, this blessed babe was born, And laid within a manger, upon that holy morn; The which His
Mother, Mary, did nothing take in scorn. O tidings of comfort and joy. Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart, and
soul, and voice; Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! Jesus Christ was born for this. He hath oped the heav’nly door,
And man is blessed evermore. Christ was born for this. Come ye lofty, come ye lowly, let your songs of gladness ring;
In a stable lies the Holy, in a manger rests the King: See in Mary’s arms reposing, Christ by highest heav’n adored:
Come, your circle round him closing, pious hearts that love the Lord. Come, ye poor, no pomp of station robes the
Child your hearts adore. He, the Lord of all salvation, shares your want, is weak and poor. Oxen, round about behold
them; rafters naked, cold and bare, See the shepherds, God has told them that the Prince of Life lies there.
Come ye children, blithe and merry, this one Child your model make; Christmas holly, leaf, and berry, all be prized
for His dear sake; Come, ye gentle hearts, and tender, come, ye spirits, keen and bold; All in all your homage render,
weak and mighty, young and old. High above a star is shining, and the wisemen haste from far: Come glad hearts
and spirits pining: for you all has ris’n the star. Let us bring our poor oblations, thanks and love and faith and
praise: Come, ye people, come ye nations, all in all draw nigh to gaze. Good Christian men, rejoice with heart, and
soul, and voice; give ye heed to what we say: News! News! Jesus Christ is born today: Ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now. Christ is born today! Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart, and soul, and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! Jesus Christ was born for this. He hath oped the heav’nly door,
And man is blessed evermore. Christ was born for this. Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.
O tidings of comfort and joy. Good Christian men rejoice, with heart, and soul, and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all, To gain
his everlasting hall. Christ was born to save.
*Recessional Carol		

Christmas Day
Arranged by Gustav Holst

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Verse 1
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Verse 3
Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Verse 2
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Verse 4
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Verse 5
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,,
Christ the Lord!

*Benediction

Dr. Jay D. Cooper

*Benediction Carol 		

What Sweeter Music Can We Bring?
Arranged by John Rutter

Postlude		

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra

In dulci jubilo BWV 729

J.S. Bach

*Please stand as you are able.
A nursery is provided during this service of worship for your convenience. The nursery can be found in
Wesley Hall 202, accessed through the double doors on the pulpit side of the sanctuary.
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'Tis the Season

Dr. Gertrude Crum generously funded the Crum Family Music Fund, a
permanent endowment, which enables FUMC Montgomery to once
again offer Lessons and Carols as part of our joyous
Christmas celebration.
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