Visit www.fumcmontgomery.org for information on
how you can join the FUMC Montgomery family.
WE WON'T BE WHOLE WITHOUT YOU!

About the Speaker
DR. JEFF WILSON

Reverend Dr. Jeff L. Wilson was born and reared on a farm in rural
Kentucky, where his parents and two brothers (and their families) still
live. He received a BA from Centre College in Kentucky, an M. Div.
from Duke Divinity School, and a D. Min. in Christian Spirituality from
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA. After finishing
seminary and serving a year in the British Methodist Church, Jeff
served as an associate pastor at FUMC in Montgomery for three years.
Since then, he has served the Hurtsboro/Fort Davis Charge, Aldersgate
UMC in Montgomery, and Dauphin Way UMC in Mobile. He is in his
fifth year as a district superintendent, currently serving the
Montgomery-Opelika and Montgomery-Prattville Districts. Jeff has
been married to the Rev. Robin Crews Wilson since 1998, and they
have three children: Rebecca, 19, is a freshman at the University of
Alabama, Eleanor, 17, is a senior at Opelika High School, and Nolen,
15, is a freshman at Opelika High School.

Ash Wednesday
SERVICE

5:30 - 6:15 PM
February 17, 2021

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 17, 2021
5:30 p.m.

		

PRELUDE

*OPENING HYMN

Préambule

What a Wondrous Love Is This

PASTORAL PRAYER
Louis Vierne
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*CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Gillian L. Walters
Leader: Remember that you are dust,
People: And to dust we shall return.
Leader: Prepare your hearts for this season,
People: May our fasting bring us nearer to the 			
resurrected Christ.
*PRAYER FOR ASH WEDNESDAY
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray together.
All: God, maker of everything and judge of all that you
have made, from the dust of the earth you have formed
us, and from the dust of death you would raise us up.
By the redemptive power of the cross, create in us clean
hearts and put within us a new spirit, that we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of your calling
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

RESPONSIVE READING

ACT OF PRAISE

*HYMN

Psalm 51
Response 1

SCRIPTURE LESSON

HOMILY

Jeremiah 32:1-15

Investment Principles

Dr. Jeff L. Wilson

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: the early Christians
observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion
and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church
that before the Easter celebration there should be a
forty-day season of spiritual preparation. During this season,
converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also
a time when persons who had committed serious sins and had
separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled
by penitence and forgiveness and restored to participation in the
life of the Church.
In this way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy
and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and the
need we all have to renew our faith. I invite you, therefore, in the
name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self-examination
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. To make a right
beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let
us now bow before our Creator and Redeemer.
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arr. Undine Smith Moore
Come Down, Angels
Cheyenne Gibson, Soprano

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

Rev. Lucas S. Tribble
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THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES
Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of the
earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our
mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that
only by Your gracious gift are we given everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
(Following the Imposition of Ashes, please depart in silence.)

