
 

 

     Administrative Board Meeting 

       February 20, 2019 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Larry McLemore, Board Chairman.  

 

The invocation was given by John Reeves. 

 

The minutes were presented by Lynne Thrower, Board Secretary. A motion to approve was made and 

seconded and unanimously passed. 

 

The UMW meeting on March 4 was announced. Teen suicide will be the topic and Rebecca Ellis, 

cofounder of the Cole Ellis foundation, will be the speaker.  Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

 

The Sacred Arts Festival will be held February 22-24. Susan Scott, chairperson of the festival listed the 

activities of the weekend, including a local artist workshop on Friday, a congregational art show on 

Saturday, a dramatic presentation of “Telling our Story” written by our own Adrian Borden, and a lecture 

by Dr. Jason Borders on the architecture of the church telling the Gospel. Sunday activities will include 

the Heritage hand bells from Canterbury Church in Birmingham followed by a presentation of Evensong 

by our Adult Chorale.  

 

The Great Day of Service Report was given by Claire Smith, Mission Director. On Sunday, March 10, the 

church will be commissioned and sent out to serve in the community and at our church. There will be a 

variety of community and Church wide projects, which are listed in the church website.  

 

The Investment committee report was given by Brett Crawford, chairman.  This committee manages 32 

different accounts, ranging from $2000 to $2,000,000 for a total of $6.5 M of which 2/3 of those monies 

being restricted leaving $1.8M remaining as unrestricted.  

 

The Trustees report was given by Temple Millsap, Chairman. He announced that a contract employing 

John Hunter Foshee as the architect for the capital improvements has been agreed upon, subject to legal 

counsel approval.  Temple thanked John Hunter for giving the church a substantially discounted rate. 

Temple also reiterated that the Wiley Road property needs to be sold. He also reported that the church is 

looking at updating the church computer system, which is badly outdated.   

 

The Finance committee report was given by Greg Sellers, chairman. The January financial statement, 

which was attached to the meeting agenda, was reviewed and errors corrected. Specifically, the variance 

in the Budgeted YTD Total Church Income was corrected to (106,161).  Greg stated he expected a slight 

surplus of “break even” point this year.  

Negative variances explained in Trustees projects, salaries and benefits, and communications expenses. 

Also Apportionments not being funded annually as in the past but will be managed on a monthly basis. 

School variance due to increase in enrollment and need to hire more staff. This will correct itself as 

school year continues. Greg also reported that 87% of the stewardship campaign was pledged and they 

begin budgeting based on those figures. Equates to 560,000 less.   

 

The Clergy reports were given by Lucas Tribble, Associate Minister, Gillian Walters, Associate Minister 

and Dr. Jeremy Pridgeon, Senior Minister.  Lucas reported that he has been working on organizing the 

Summer Sunday School assembly program.  This will run from June 2 -August 4 with the theme, “Loving 

All of Our Neighbors”. This will be a mission emphasis program and present ways to be in ministry to 

people in community.  



 

 

Jeremy reported and reminded us that much is happening in the life of our church and denomination. He 

introduced Toby Chastain, our new youth minister.  Toby is a Deacon and appointed clergy. Toby 

remains in the North Alabama conference pursuant to an agreement worked between the Bishops of the 

two conferences.  

 

We were reminded that Lent begins Mar 6. Ash Wednesday service and Lenten Luncheon speakers in 

agenda explained and introduced as most have local or have area connections  

 

The Special Session of General Conference will be held Feb. 23 – 26, 2019. Links will be sent in  Enews 

and members who are interested in keeping up with the daily sessions are encouraged to download the 

Advanced Daily Christian Advocate. Jeremy explained that on Sunday of GC, the committee will meet as 

a whole with 864 delegates. From that event, the direction of other days will be determined. Jeremy will 

try to keep us up to date via social media and/or email.  He will hold a Post General Conference 

debriefing on March 3. The Bishop will hold one at FUMC on March 7. 

In Jeremy’s absence Jason Borders will preach on loving your enemies which comes from the Lectionary 

readings.  

 

Jeremy also reported that our District Superintendent Allen Newton’s mother had heart attack and is in 

serious condition  

 

Gillian reported that Lenten Covenant groups will be held all over town, not just at the Church . This 

presents more opportunities to participate and we are all encouraged to invite neighbors, not just those 

who are church members.  

 

The benediction was given by Thomas Tankersley and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lynne Thrower 

Secretary  


